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Experience All the Best of the Holiday Season

Holly Trail, Festival

Hope, Love, Joy, and Peace!

These are the themes of Christmas, but when Jesus
was born these were longed for but not experienced
by His people. Their hope had burned out. Love was
replaced with selfishness. Joy had been taken captive
by despair. Peace was only found in stories of the past.

After 400 years of silence God had not forgotten
His people. He broke that silence with a baby’s cry, a
star in the sky, the joyful proclamation of the angels,
and a visit from shepherds. Jesus revived hope in
His people as God fulfilled his promise to send the
Messiah. Jesus demonstrated love by sacrificially giv-
ing Himself to redeem people from their sins. Jesus
brought joy back to the hearts of His people by giving
them a new purpose for living. Finally, Jesus restored
peace between God and His people despite the politi-
cal conflict around them.

God is still giving these gifts to us today: Hope,
Love, Joy and Peace! We all want these gifts, but we
must receive them before we can benefit from them in
our lives. To receive these gifts is easy. We must open
our hands instead of keeping them closed.

However, here is a warning: To open your hands

HOLIDAY EVENTS

Wednesday, Nov. 11 - Veterans Day service on
Centre Square; 11 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 25 - Community-wide Thanksgiving
Eve service; 7 p.m.; hosted at St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church, 215 N. Warren St.

Saturday, Nov. 28 - Children’s Christmas Party;
5 to 8 p.m.; Orwigsburg Veterans Community
Memorial Hall; call 570-366-3103 to register; area
children up to 10 years of age and
parents/grandparents.

Saturday, Dec. 5 - Holly Trail, sponsored by the
Orwigsburg Area Free Public Library; 12 noon to
4 p.m.; tickets and tour program/map available at

the library; call 570-366-1638.

Saturday, Dec. 5 - Festival of Lights; 4:30 p.m. to
7 p.m.; Orwigsburg Centre Square; program, food,
entertainment, and trolley ride with Santa.

of Lights Set Dec.

Festive homes await visitors
on the Orwigsburg Holly Trail

fully to God to receive his gifts means we must let go
of other things that we are holding onto that are not
from Him. This is what keeps many from ever expe-
riencing the true hope, love, joy and peace that God
has for us. They are afraid of losing something, but
that something will never be as good as the gifts that
God has for us! You just may be in need of one, if not
all, of His gifts and we pray that you will receive them
this Christmas.

The Orwigsburg Business & Professional
Association, local churches, area businesses, the
Orwigsburg Lions Club, and the Borough join together
to help our community welcome the Christmas sea-
son on Saturday, Dec. 5 on the Centre Square. In the
event of rain or worse (snow?), the celebration may be
postponed to the next day, Sunday, Dec. 6.

The festivities “on the square” begin at 4:30 p.m.
with the Blue Mountain High School band playing
their merry tunes. You can visit the Nativity and
examine the display of wreaths decorated by local
— Continued on page 2
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Holly Trail & Festival of Lights
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Orwigsburg Borough Council meets the
First and Second Wednesday of each month
beginning at 7:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers,
second floor of the Orwigsburg Municipal
Building, 209 North Warren Street.

Both meetings are open to the public. A
Work Session for discussions and setting of
an agenda takes place on the First Wednesday
each month. The Business Meeting is then held
on the Second Wednesday.

OFFICIAL HOLIDAY HOURS
Orwigsburg Borough offices will be closed on
the following days in 2015 in observance of the
stated holidays — Good Friday, April 3; Memorial
Day, May 25; Independence Day, July 3; Labor
Day, September 7; Thanksgiving, Nov. 26 and 27;

Christmas eve and day, Dec. 24 and 25.

— Continued from Page 1

businesses. Satisfy your hunger with food and cold/
hot drinks from the Orwigsburg Lions Club.

The main program begins at 5 p.m. and will fea-
ture announcement of the Christmas home decorat-
ing and BMEE coloring contests, lighting of the town
Christmas tree, candle lighting service, singing of
carols, and the story of Hope, Love, Joy and Peace for
Christmas.

The event will conclude with the arrival of Santa
on the trolley, but don’t run back home too quickly.
Get in line for your free trolley ride with Santa and
stop by local restaurants for a nice dinner out.

If you have some time in the afternoon before
the Festival of Lights, make sure to venture on the
Orwigsburg Library’s annual Holly Trail which runs
from noon to 4 p.m. Tour some of the towns won-
derfully decorated homes and be entertained at the
traditional tea and cookie stop at Kimmels Church.
There you can enjoy getting a picture memory, listen
to live music, and relax with good friends. For tickets
and more information contact the Orwigsburg Library
at 570-366-1638.

To enter your Orwigsburg, Deer Lake, or
McKeansburg area home for the Christmas Home
Decorating Contest, decorate early and contact Sheila’s
Floral Gallery at 570-366-2701 prior to November 28
when the judges will choose the winners. Prizes will
be awarded at the Festival of Lights.

Physical Thera
yClose-by.’ ¥
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Schuylkill Health Center Orwigsburg
6 South Greenview Road
Route 61-South
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

570-366-3915

Convenient Hours - Easy First Floor Access -
Professional, Courteous Staff

'
SChUYIkllr Health Center

Orwigsburg

www.schuylkillhealth.com




MULTI-STATE INSURANCE

Nationwide’ SPECIALIST
is on your side VACATION HOMES &

MULTI-STATE DWELLINGS

ANTHONY MERCADO AGENCY LLC
INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES

217 E. MARKET ST., ORWIGSBURG 7540 WINDSOR DR., STE. 107, FOGELSVILLE
570-366-2368 610-530-2001

= Automobile = Recreational Vehicle (RV)

= Homeowner — Motorcycle

- Life — Snowmobile

= Commercial — ATV

= Farm — Jet Ski

= Flood — Boat

« Classic Car

To Report A Claim 24/7 Call 1-800-421-3535

- Competitive RateS Anthony Mercado is Licensed in PA, NJ, NY, DE, TN, VA and MD

= Quality Service HOURS OF OPERATION
= Safe Driver Discounts Monday - Friday

= Good Student Discounts
= Multi-Policy Discounts
= Free Quotes

9a.m.-5p.m*
Closed - Saturday and Sunday
*Evenings By Appointment

k. www.nationwideonyoursideinsurance.com
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Message from the Council President

In the previous newsletter, | used a question and
answer format to provide transparency regarding
several issues important to residents. | received more
positive feedback on this arti-
cle than any | have written
to date. I'll follow it up with
another frank discussion on
an issue I'm sure many of
you have questions about (it’s
probably been in the news
recently), next year’'s budget
and what most likely will be a
tax increase.

First, let me give a brief
review of property taxes.
BUDDY TOUCHINSKY Property taxes consist of

Council President school district, county, and
borough taxes. In Orwigsburg, our borough taxes are
3 mills. That means the borough charges $3 for every
$1,000 of assessed property value.

As an example, let’'s say a home is bought at
$100,000. This means for tax purposes, it is assessed
at one half actual value, or $50,000. Paying $3 for
every $1,000, the borough taxes for this property
would be $150. | mention this because some people
feel our taxes are very high in Orwigsburg. The school
district portion may make it seem high (at 37.254
mills, more than 10 times the Borough rate), but the
borough portion is actual quite modest.

N/

Last year, we did an assessment of tax rates for
boroughs in Schuylkill County. We came up with a list
of 30 boroughs. Millage ranged from 2.26 to 32.52
with an average of 11.96.

Orwigsburg is at 3 mills. Since that doesn’t tell the
whole story, we broke it down by the total amount
of revenue collected, took the total population, and
came up with how much is collected per resident.
This ranged from $49.51 to $230.43 with an average
of 122.63.

In comparison, Orwigsburg’s annual taxation per
resident is $64.87.

It's probably obvious that | am making a case
that we’re on the low end of the tax scale. That alone
doesn’t mean we necessarily should raise our taxes,
but when we can’t meet our obligations and cover our
basic operating expenses, then there’s a problem.

On one hand it has been great that we’ve been able
to keep our taxes fairly low over the years.

On the other hand, | think it has hamstrung us. We
haven’'t been keeping up with inflation, and instead
of raising taxes periodically, we’ve been chopping
budget items. This is great if there are areas where
spending is not absolutely necessary or excessive, but
it can become detrimental if it means cutting things

. like preventative maintenance, the ability to pro-
vide adequate police coverage, and keeping up with
the continual degradation of streets, buildings, etc.

To be perfectly honest, we found ourselves doing

MARKET STREET
WASH RITE

718 West Market Street
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Touchless Automatic with Rain X
Spot Free Rinse!

570-366-3740
The Best Carwash In Town!

Powerful Vacuums with Scent
Need Air? - We've Got It!
Gift and Fleet Cards Available

Orwigsburg, PA 17961 b
Sheila A. Deibert |k
FTD Master Designer el
Order Flowers
Anytime!
Shop Online
24 Hours a Day!

www.sheilasfloral.com |
570-366-1070 |/,
ey @ 1.800.747.2083 e

HOURS:
‘-

Monday - Friday -9 a.m.to 5 p.m.
Ly

Saturday 9am.to2p.m.




Message from the Council President

2014 Schuylkill County Borough Assessed Values
Assesed Amount

Municipality Name Value Millage Rate Total Revenue Population per person
PORT CLINTON BORO 3,936,850 4.10 16,141 326 49.51 No police
TOWER CITY BORO 12,514,565 5.70 71,333 1,346 53.00 No police
DEER LAKE BORO 16,540,965 2.26 37,383 687 54.41 No police
LANDINGVILLE BORO 2,317,520 4.00 9,270 159 58.30 No police
SCHUYLKILL HAVEN BORO 68,985,045 4.75 327,679 5,437 60.27 Electric utility
ST CLAIR BORO 36,407,945 5.00 182,040 3,004 60.60 Electric utility
GILBERTON BORO 3,460,870 13.81 47,808 769 62.17 No police
ORWIGSBURG BORO 67,005,760 3.00 201,017 3,099 64.87
MECHANICSVILLE BORO 5,928,295 6.50 38,534 457 84.32
NEW RINGGOLD BORO 3,659,215 6.58 24,078 276 87.24
MIDDLEPORT BORO 4,512,685 8.00 36,101 405 89.14
AUBURN BORO 10,028,525 7.50 75,214 741 101.50
PALO ALTO BORO 11,067,200 9.50 105,138 1,032 101.88
GIRARDVILLE BORO 8,651,265 1870 161,779 1,518 106.50
GORDON BORO 9,863,040 8.50 83,836 763 109.88
TREMONT BORO 15,045,275 14.00 210,634 1,752 12022
MCADOO BORO 20,445,345 14.36 293,595 2,300 127.65
MT CARBON BORO 1,685,825 7.00 11,801 91 129.68
MINERSVILLE BORO 37,042,225 16.00 592,676 4,397 134.79
CRESSONA BORO 28,737,425 7.96 228,750 1,651 138.55
PORT CARBON BORO 22,966,175 12.15 279,016 1,889 147.71
RINGTOWN BORO 13,012,740 10.00 130,127 818 159.08
SHENANDOAH BORO 32,354,660 25.00 808,867 5,071 159.51
NEW PHILADELPHIA BORO 12,300,555 15.00 184,508 1,085 170.05
MAHANQY CITY BORO 24,048,480 32.52 782,153 4,162 187.93
TAMAQUA BORO 72,697,745 1875 1,363,083 7,107 191.79
PINE GROVE BORO 31,200,605 14.00 436,808 2,186 199.82
FRACKVILLE BORO 46,375,345 17.08 792,091 3,805 208.17
COALDALE BORO 20,957,445 25.04 524,774 2,281 230.06
ASHLAND BORO 29,505,495 22.00 649,121 2,817 23043

11.9589 122,63 Averages

some of the latter during the recent recession.

Council didn’t want to raise taxes while people
were already hurting. It was a good thought, but now
over six years later, it’s time to do what is prudent. It’s
time to make sure that we are not setting ourselves
up for a financial disaster by allowing our infrastruc-
ture to deteriorate around us.

It has been made clear to me that residents prefer
24/7 police coverage.

To put things in perspective, our budget for 2015
was the same as our budget five years ago. Insurance
costs, employee wages, etc. all increase year to year,
so it shows how much we’ve been cutting out vs.
increasing our revenue.

So, yes, by the time this is published (I'm writ-
ing this mid-October), we will most likely have come
to terms that taxes must be increased if we plan to
continue providing the services and maintaining the
infrastructure as our residents have come to expect.

How much? Realistically, it probably should be
increased by about 3 mills, but | doubt borough coun-
cil will agree to double our taxes in a single year. |
predict we’ll settle with a mill or two until we see how
the local developments turn out over the next year.

While no one necessarily likes to see more devel-
opments, it does increase property values and leads
to more tax revenue, which in turn allows tax rates for
everyone to remain lower.

So, what do you get for this increase? First, it
allows us to hire at least one more full time police
officer to help us provide 24/7 coverage. Additionally,
it allows us to slowly catch up to infrastructure needs
that we’'ve been neglecting, like street repairs, drain
box repairs, building maintenance, and equipment
updates. It also helps us cover the increase in our

operating costs like utilities, insurances, etc. Without
a raise at some point, we would continue to be short
each year and would bleed away our reserve funds.
This has been happening over the past few years.

I know the local papers will splash headlines like
“66% tax hike!” or other attention grabbing phrases,
but | hope you understand these points.

* One, even with an increase of 100%, we’d still be

one of the more fiscally conservative boroughs
in the county when measured against our peers.

* Two, there will be a slightly larger increase than
we’'d all like to see, but this is because we put off
smaller periodic increases over the years.

* Three, as described above, the residents will see
a direct benefit due to the increase.

Asking people to pay out more of their hard
earned money is something no one wants to do, but
rest assured we will continue to make those dollars go
as far as possible.

If anyone has any questions regarding the pro-
posed 2016 budget, which includes the general, water,
sewer, and sanitation budgets, we will make that
available on our website and at the borough office. As
always, residents are invited to come ask questions
and participate in the process by attending our public
meetings, held the first and second Wednesday of the
month at 7:30 p.m.

— Buddy Touchinsky, Council President

Strouse Brothers, Inc.

Excavating & Septic Service
PS.M.A. Member

5/0-366-0440

Orwigsburg
* Septic Systems

Installed, Replaced :
and Repaired 3 L
 Septic Tanks &
* Year Round
Cesspools Cleaned Cleaning
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Proclamation from the Orwigsburg Mayor

A Perfect Time to Get Old-Fashioned “Social”

This issue of “Happenings” greets the Thanksgiving-
Christmas-New Year’s holiday stretch. It always seems
to be one of the busier segments
of time in my year as we get our
work schedule cleared before
the onset of winter weather.

Likewise, there always seems
to be plenty to occupy what
free time we have. I'm dating
myself by saying | hail from an
age when the words “social”
and “media” were rarely used in
the same conversation, yet alone
side by side. The words “event”,
“gathering”, “hour”, “circle”, and
“club” were the normal compan-
ions of “social”, all referring to some level of actual
personal interaction.

While | admit that | value the conveniences of
today’s technology, | am puzzled as to the “social”
benefit of being eye-locked to a thumb-scrolled screen
to check Snapface (to borrow from Bill Belichick)
while walking down the street, waiting for the bus, or
sitting at the table as fellow members of society pass
by unnoticed, unacknowledged, with some unfortu-
nately preoccupied in the very same manner.

To get to the point of the matter, | think we need

BARRY J. BERGER
Mayor

to force ourselves and anyone else over whom we
have influence to consciously minimize exposure to
the internet and social media. The best strategy to
realize that disengagement is to participate in activi-
ties that revolve around person-to-person contact.

We are fortunate that such opportunities abound
during this season. Get out to vote and then stop
by the Masonic Lodge for pork and sauerkraut. Join
in the observance of Veterans’ Day. Help the holi-
day food bank. Hit the Holly Trail. Sing along at the
Festival of Lights. Make time to gather with family and
friends. Congregate in worship.

It is these types of social activities that form soci-
ety and build community. Be thankful for the bless-
ings you have received. Offer your assistance to those
who have need. Share this pleasant season in our
pleasant piece of the world.

— Barry J. Berger, Mayor

SPREAD THE WORD

Interested in submitting an article for nextquarter’s
issueofOrwigsburgHappenings?Wewelcome com-

munity service and non-profit organization informa-
tion. Please contact Kathi Mengle at 570-366-3103 or
kathi@orwigsburg.net

Infrastfructure
is very imporfant to us, and

we rely on it too.

Cur engineers, consultants, & architects,
rot only understand the needs of
municipal systems and people who
have to waork non-stop to serve our
communities; we depend on them too.

iz ENTECH

ENGINEERING

water | wastewater | municipal

PFolteile | Reading | Mounlantop | Uitz | Pitfsbugh

800.825.1372 | entecheng.com

psssssmeantsplonningdasign




The only
difference
between
the two...

is how they'’re planned!

It took months to make
that special day a day
to remember...Why
should your funeral be
any different?

FBLING-STABINGAQ (SESCRWINDT - STABINGAS

Funeral Home Funeral Home Inc

26 Chestnut Street » Cressona, PA 570- 25 East Main Street ¢ Schuylkill Hav
385-3050 570-385-3381
C. Elmer Ebling, Supervisor Gary H. Geschwindt, Supervisor

www.gsesfuneralhomes.com
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Borough Services Update . . . And Events!

Children’s Christmas party

All area children, up to 10 years of age, and their
parents and grandparents are invited to the third
annual Orwigsburg Children’s Christmas Party on
Saturday, Nov. 28 from 5 to 8 p.m.

Sponsored by Market Street Wash Rite and
Classy IllI, Inc., the newly remodeled Orwigsburg
Veterans Community Memorial Hall, Grove and North
Washington streets, will welcome all to this
FREE event. Prior registration by calling

the Borough office at 570-366-3103 is
requested so that all can be accommodat-
\ 4 *-":.‘f;,a-" . ed. Attendees can also register by email
b v ) at Orwigsburg@comcast.net.
XU N/J Free hot dogs and drinks will be
. served. Children will be treated to an eve-
ning of fun, including face painting and crafts. Santa
is expected to make his first visit to Orwigsburg this
holiday season to meet with all the children at this
event and receive their Christmas present “wish list.”

Santa will arrive at 5:30 p.m. and the evening
will conclude with the movie showing of “The Santa
Clause” starring Tim Allen beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Bleacher seating is available for the movie or attend-
ees are encouraged to bring blankets for floor seating.

This children’s Christmas party is a supporter of
the annual Toys for Tots campaign of the U.S. Marine
Corps. Families are asked to bring a new, unwrapped,
children’s present for the Toys for Tots collection.

(a3

Light up Orwigsburg

The lights on our community tree and the trees
on the square will be lighted on December 5 during
the Festival of Lights. Will you help make Orwigsburg
shine even brighter this holiday season by placing
holiday electric candles on window sills at your home
or business? 8

Calling all Veterans

In an effort to recognize all
Orwigsburg veterans at the refur-
bished Veterans Community
Memorial Hall, the project’s devel- WA
opment taskforce is requesting S;lute
the names of service members Our .-
who served our great country in
the armed forces. If you, a family
member, friend, neighbor, associate, or if you have
knowledge of the military service of a member of our
community, please forward your/their name, rank,
branch of service, and the dates of federal service to
Borough Manager Robert Williams at 570-366-3103 or
robert@orwigsburg.net

Sewage system improvement

The Interceptor Realignment Sewer Improvement
Project from Ridge Road down South Liberty St. to the
borough’s sewage treatment plant is completed pend-

— Continued on page 10

Orwigsburg |
Service Center, INncC.

712 West Market Street « Orwigsburg, PA

570-366-4600

“Your Hometown Professionals”

AUTO CARE
CENTER

Complete Car & Truck Service
* Foreign & Domestic Service
» Computer Diagnostics & Repairs
¢ Fuel Injection & Diesel Repair
¢ Truck & Fleet Repairs ¢ Tires ¢ Alignments
* NAPA National Warranty Program
* A/C Repairs * Brakes * Tune-Ups ¢ Batteries

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri. 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
Sat. by Appt.

@7 O
r ! BBB

Top shop Award | VISA NV e

V\?i’:]rlerop e O L

OFFICIAL
INSPECTION
STATION

ENGINES s TRANSMISSIONS

R&J TOURS -2015-"16 HAPPENINGS

Nov 12 — Sands Casino $35 FSP Orwigsburg Pickup ................ccoouu.... $24
Nov 21 — Elvis-Perkins-Cash-Lewis A Night to Remember’ Penn's Peak  Orwigsburg Pickup...546
Nov 26 — Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade $39
Nov 27 —Junie B. in Jingle Bells, Batman Smells @ Dutch Apple ..........cveerveerrerrreernnne $40
Dec 1-6 — Nashville Country Christmas $1,307 p/p dbl
Dec 1 - Christmas Package at American Music Theatre $88*
Dec 2 - “Miracle of Christmas” @ Sight & Sound $93*
Dec 2 — Radio City Christmas Spectacular (NO FREE TIME) $112
Dec 3 — Pennsylvania Christmas & Gift Show $28*
Dec 5 — Gourmet Food Shopping in NYC $40
Dec 5 & 12 — New York City Free Day $39
Dec 9 —'Good Night Mrs. Puffin’ @ Rainbow Comedy Playhouse ............eeeeeeeeeeceeenes $72
Dec 10 — Sands Casino $35 FSP Orwigsburg Pickup.......................ccoouunnrvnnne. $24
Dec 12 - Victorian Christmas in Cape May $135
Dec 26 — New York City Free Day $39
Jan 11— 100th Pennsylvania Farm Show 21
Feb 6 — Philadelphia International Auto Show 4
Feb 8 — Great American Outdoor Show in Harrisburg $33*
Feb 23 —"Sweet Caroline’ Neil Diamond Performer @ Mount Airy Casino ................... $63
Feb 27 — Spring Doo Wop Cavalcade @ AMT w/meal $86
Mar 19 — Gourmet Shopping in NYC $40
Mar 19 — The Oak Ridge Boys @ AMT $68
Mar 21-24 — Branson at the Beach, 0cean City, MD ........oveceveuemunmecccrveennnenes $837 p/p dbl
Mar 25 —“SAMSON” @ Sight & Sound with meal $104*
*Child's Price Available

Call for a Free Copy of our latest TOUR BOOK!

TOURSSE"

DSCOVER’
WWW.Fjtours.com

P.O. Box 69 » Cressona, PA 17929
570-385-4488 or 1-855-472-3734
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AGENCY INC.

Competitive Rates Available from Over
30 Companies and Brokers

HOME -AUTO - LIFE - BUSINESS

We have geat auto reates for Familieswith young drivers

SCH. HAVEN & ORWIGSBURG

570.385.3850

Offering All Types of Insurance Since 1879



Borough Services Update

. And Events!

— Continued from Page 8

ing final street paving. The necessary installation of
larger sewer lines will provide improved services for
all residents.

Borough change of mailing address
Orwigsburg Borough no longer
has a Post Office Box, but now
receives all of its letter and pack-
age mail at its street address.
Mail all correspondence and
utility payments to: Orwigsburg
Borough, 209 N. Warren St.,
Orwigsburg, PA 17961.

Borough holiday schedule

Orwigsburg Borough will close its office in obser-
vance of these coming holidays — Thursday and Friday,
Nov. 26-27, Thanksgiving; Thursday and Friday, Dec.
24-25, Christmas; and Thursday, Jan. 1 2016, New
Years Day.

Create a wreath

The Schuylkill County Master Gardeners invite
you to “Create a Holiday Wreath” between 10 a.m.
and noon on Saturday, Nov. 7 at Evergreen Acres, Rt.
895 just east of Auburn. Schuylkill County Master
Gardeners will provide the greens, supplies and edu-
cation. There is a $20 fee by check to “PSCE Program

Acct, Schuylkill.” Call 570-622-4225 ext. 13 for regis-
tration. Bring gloves, pruners and holiday spirit.

Lions Kkick up their heels

Fall is a busy time of year for many
groups, but the Orwigsburg Lions Club
roars with activities.

In addition to its annual events,
including a golf tournament and
coordinating  the Halloween
parade, the Lions joined with the
Orwigsburg Memorial Development
Task Force to host the recent kick-
off dinner to celebrate the renovated
Veterans Community Memorial Hall.

The club is a Task Force partner
in seeing the renovations come full
circle and looks forward to using the
facility for future Lions events. The project reflects
Orwigsburg’s community spirit and honors our home-
town heroes, the veterans.

Preparations are underway for the Festival of
Lights on Saturday, Dec. 5. The Lions Club will once
again offer hot chocolate, soup and other delicious
goodies as Orwigsburg celebrates the holiday season.

If you happen to see any Lions members wearing
high heels, don’t be startled. They’re just practicing
for the Lions Miss America Pageant which will be held

— Continued on page 12

$ 1st

Book
AVAILABLE AT THE OFFICE
Call « Fax » Email « In Person
ADD 6% SALES TAX
CASHor CHARGE &%)

SHIPPING & HANDLING
(IF APPLICABLE)
We Mail Anywhere In The U.S.

Add Postage: $3 First Book
$1 Each Additional

GIVE THE GIFT OF HOMETOWN MEMORIES

turning The Pageg
of Time

Volume XII
NOW AVAILABLE

$ 8 Each
Additional

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

960 E. Main Street « P.O. Box 178 « Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: (570) 385-3120 « Fax: (570) 385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net « www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
OFFICE HOURS: Monday thru Thursday - 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

ORWIGSBURG, PA

Single Copy | 2 or More

*25¢. | *20c.
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Feeling Disconnected
From Your Bank?

ANDIGETUP0)5100) -

Open new FREE CHECKING One offer per individual or account; con-
account with a qualified sumer natural persons only. Minimum
Direct Deposit“ $50.00 deposit required to open account

and be eligible for bonus. Account
and services subject to approval.
'Direct Deposit must be payroll, pension,

MORE Personal Attention p\US or other monthly income from a third
. . party equal or greater than $100

MORE Frlendly Ser\"ce monthly deposit to be eligible. 2Debit card
. issuance subject to approval. Transactions

MORE Local EXpertlse $ Open a new DEBIT CARD? rpustbe posted and ‘clearaccount\‘/vithin
and complete three first 60 days. to qualify. Bonus sEjbject to

MORE Love! transactions within the tax reporting. Offer subject to

withdrawal or change at any time.

first 60 days of opening.

NO FOREIGN  recrrecioms=e
ATM FEES! =1

RIVERVIEW BANK

RiverviewBankPA.com

Visit Our Orwigsburg Office: ALSO IN SCHUYLKILL COUNTY:
Pottsville W. Market: Pottsville Park Plaza Cressona:

100 HOIIyWOOd Boulevard 22nd & W. Market Sts. 308 N. Claude A. Lord Blvd. 57 S. Sillyman St.
570.366.7790 570.622.2632 570.622.2060 570.385.1333
FREE CHECKING: No maintenance fees. $50.00 minimum balance to open account and be eligible for bonus. Limited time offer subject to withdrawal or change at any time. All accounts
subject to approval. See Bank representative for further details on products and bonuses. Free Checking account includes free checks which are basic stock checks. Member
*Riverview does not charge for use of our debit cards at foreign ATM's; however Foreign ATM owner fees mayappy. —— &Hl FDIC
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Borough Services Update

. And Events!

— Continued from Page 10

in April at the Blue Mountain High School. Look for
more details coming soon.

Interested in becoming an Orwigsburg Lions
Club member? Or, just want to learn more about the
organization? Email club president Michele Rudloff
at rudloff1313@comcast.net. The club holds regular
meetings on the second and fourth Tuesday of every
month. i

Orwi
Team Orwigsburg Qo IS¢

Team Orwigsburg, a faith- 2@ §
based mission team here in our &
community, thanks all who par- §
ticipated in the October Family ¢
Fun Day held at the Veterans
Community Memorial Hall.

The team is grateful the -
Orwigsburg community and surroundlng area con-
tinue to support the work it does both locally and out-
of-state following disasters. Next year’s mission work
along the East Coast is being planned now. Work in
the Orwigsburg area and Schuylkill County continues
year round.

Meetings are held the first Monday of each month
at Salem United Methodist Church at 7 p.m. New faces
are always welcome. Phone Susan McCartney at 570-
943-2103 with any questions or email Salem UMC at
office@SalemUM.com.

Healing
HeartsB Homes

The road to recovery
now has a fast lane.

We know you've been through a lot.
Let us help you with your speedy recovery.

WellHonor Veterams
Eevel |1 Centel

4

IE@I Orwigsburg Center

~~ G@Genesis HealthCare™

ShortStay Care

1000 Orwigsburg Manor Drive
Orwigsburg, PA 17961
570-366-2999
www.genesishce.com @

WE HoNOR VETERANS
Community Partner

Large item disposal

One large item may be placed at the curb beside
your regular trash once per month.

Regular trash .
consists of up to [AACIALLANRE[EES Fri.

six bags of garbage Nov. 10 13
and up to ten bags

of leaves. Residents Dec. 8 Lt
should place trash Jan. 12 15
at the curb any time

after 6 p.m. on eve- Feb. 9 12
nings prior to col- March 8 11

lection. Because
pickup times vary, LARGE ITEM PICKUP DATES
do not wait until the morning of collection to place
garbage.

Construction materials (shingles, drywall, cabi-
nets, insulation, etc.) may not be placed at the curb
with your regular trash. You must get a dumpster
which can be leased from the borough’s trash collec-
tor, Kreitzer Sanitation at 570-874-3047.

Refuse/recycling collection

The Borough contracts with Kreitzer Sanitation
for the weekly collection of refuse. Curbside collec-
tion is every Tuesday for properties on Market Street
and north and every Friday for properties south of
Market Street.

Pickup will be delayed one day for residents with
Friday pickup due to the Thanksgiving, Christmas and
New Years’ Day holidays. Pickups will be Saturdays,
November 28, December 26 and January 2.

The Borough has adopted the International
Property Maintenance Code which requires refuse
kept outdoors to be stored in a leak-proof container

with a close-fitting cover.
iy =N
5 74
&
puters, computer monitors, com-

puter peripherals and televisions. If ﬁ ‘a

these items are placed on the curb for

pickup, Kreitzer Sanitation will not take them.
Electronics recycling events are held periodically

by the Schuylkill County Office of Solid Waste. When

dates and locations are known, this information will

be posted to the borough website and Facebook page.

Request for cones

Cones are available for use from the Borough.

A cone request form must be filled out and is

available from the borough office. Forty-eight

hours notice must be given to allow time to get

the cones delivered to their location and signs
made and placed on the cones.

Owner/tenant forms

Reminder to all landlords: Orwigsburg Borough
Ordinance #396 requires that every owner/lessor of
any apartment, house or other type of rental build-

Recycling electronics

The Covered Device Recycling
Act of 2010 prohibits the disposal
of desktop computers, laptop com-

- 12 -



Borough Services Update . . . And Events!

ing shall register with the Borough every year. If any
tenant moves from the dwelling during the year, the
owner shall notify the Borough within thirty (30) days
of said changes. Forms are available at the borough
office or from the borough website.

In addition, landlords living in excess of 20 miles
from the Borough must designate a local manager
for the property. This individual must live within 10
miles of the borough.

Albright’s Woods

Now is the time
to plan that 2016
outdoor event. The
pavilion at Albright’s
Woods is available for
rent for your gradua-
tion party, family reunion or other event. Albright’s
Woods is located on Grove Street in Orwigsburg. The
park has a pavilion with picnic tables and a kitchen
available for use. Rental fee for the kitchen is $75,
$25 of which is a returnable security deposit. If the
kitchen is not needed, a $25 fee is charged. For fur-
ther details or to make a reservation to use the park,
call the borough office at 570-366-3103.

Call before you dig!

Contractors, service companies, or do-it-yourself
property owners must call 8-1-1 before disturb-

ing the ground in and around
their property. Planting a tree?
Building a deck? Installing a
fence or even as simple as a
mailbox, plan your project in ~, Vo
advance and call the alert num-

ber several days before starting

any digging project. Know what's helow.

Tell the operator where -
you're planning to dig. Your ca" before you d'g'

affected local utility companies will be notified about
your intent to dig and will send locators to your dig
site to mark the approximate location of buried lines
with flags or paint.

Utility bills

As this newsletter is being published, the due date
for quarterly utility bills is fast approaching. It is the
responsibility of all property owners to pay their bills
in full by the due date printed on the invoice.

The Borough relies on these payments in order
to meet the debt service and operating costs for the
water, wastewater and sanitation services. If a bill is
not paid after a short grace period, collection efforts
will be initiated. If efforts to collect payments are
unsuccessful, additional steps could include interrup-
tion of service and/or a lien placed on your property.
Property owners are responsible for all costs incurred

— Continued on page 14

BUSINESS HOURS

Presents for

Your Bot Desenves the Best/

Qe

f

Let our certified groomer come to you

MONDAY-FRIDAY
8a.m.-7p.m.

9a.m.-5p.m.

PET SALON 570-366-4984

GROOMING * BOUTIQUE = STAY & PLAY
www.PawPrintsPetSalon.com

NEW MOBILE PET SALON

Pets & Pet

SATURDAY: Lovers

Gift Cards
Avallable

SUNDAY:
CLOSED

725 W. Market St.
Orwigsburg

—
VISA
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. And Events!

Borough Services Update

— Continued from Page 13

to collect past due obligations.

To avoid these actions and additional costs, prop-
erty owners must make payment arrangements with
the Borough. Have accounts up to date or a payment
arrangement in place by then to avoid loss of service.

“Mail your payment to 209 N. Warren St.,

Orwigsburg, or drop it off == =
during regular hours at the
Municipal Building. A “drop
box” has been located at the
front door for your convenience
if paying after hours. Please do
not include cash when drop-
ping off your payment.

Getting the word out

We use the Borough website www.orwigsburg.net
as a valuable tool to keep residents and property own-
ers informed about the happenings in the Borough.
Our staff will keep the home page current with news
on upcoming events and information on past events
in the Borough.

The website lists borough meeting schedules.
Minutes from these meetings are posted after they
have been reviewed and approved by the appropriate
body. The subdivision and zoning codes are also avail-
able for all to view. Numerous forms can be accessed,
including applications for Albright's Woods usage.

Trash day pickup changes
will also be posted. Links to
other websites, such as the
Lions Club, library, churches
and fire company are on the
website.

The website also includes
a link allowing residents to enter their contact infor-
mation into the borough’s Swiftreach 911 emergency
notification system. This site allows the Borough to
notify residents via telephone, text message and email
of boil water advisories, weather emergencies or any
other emergencies in a prompt manner.

Proper disposal of Old Glory

Used flags may be brought to the borough office
for proper disposal. Place flags inside the designated
mailbox-like container in front of the borough build-
ing.
In need of health aids?

Are you or a loved one in need of any of these
items to aid in recovery from illness or surgery?
* Wheelchair

e Walker - stationary & folding

* Hospital bed — manual & electric
® Cane - single and multi-legged

* Crutches

— Continued on page 16

We can meet your needs . . .

Free Kitchen Design - Stop in Today!

Replace your countertop, change your hardware, or Start from scratch and
remodel your whole kitchen or bathroom . . . .. MRD LUMBER can help!!!
Stop in at our Midway location for product literature and a sample of
Displays or visit our Complete Kitchen Showroom.

stop by and see us!!!

- i} Tl NEED A CONTRACTOR
= ASK US!

STOP IN.™= [ et us help!

tn MIRD

LUMBER » MILLWORK * KITCHENS

9 www.mrdlumber.com

KITCHEN SHOWROOM NOW
LOCATED IN OUR BETHEL FACILITY.

COMPLETELY EXPANDED AND
UPGRADED SHOWROOM.

VISIT TODAY
TO SEE ALL WE HAVE TO OFFER!

170 Midway Road ¢ Bethel, PA 19507
717-933-0500
Mon. thru Fri. —6:30 am - 4:30 pm

14 -



REACH EVERY HOUSE
Thomas pharm acy | (& g R T~
é Your Hometown Pharmacy ot " .

for Over 50 Years

On the Spot Prints at our
NEW PHOTO KIOSK
HOURS: Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-6 p.m. =l
Saturday 9 a.m.-2 p.m. ¢ Sunday - Closed

Ph: 366-0381 » Fax: 366-0203

101 West Market Street « Orwigsburg, PA

IN YOUR TARGET I\/IARKET

3 Berry Rd. _
ARTS Schuylkill Haven 2 '_1HE N
Expanded hours, Starting Nov. 13 R-rs DIRECT MAIL to EVERY household and business!
BARN HOURS: BARN You choose the area. No addresses or labels
- gallery | Sa’:"i’(‘)-_g‘.':ghﬁf"lg_s L ducation needed. Pay only 18.3 cents each in postage.

Center

Do all your Holiday shopping locally g SOUTH SCHUYLKILL

Celebrate Schuylkill — Fall Arts Tour — December 4, 5 and 6 PRINTING & PUBLISHING

www.celebrateschuylkill.com 960 E. Main Street » P.O. Box 178 « Sch, Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120 « Fax: 570-385-0725
WWW. T h eArtsBarn.com E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net

570-366-8736 or check us out on&iFacebook We Can Design It « Print It « Mail It

| auto | Home | Life | Business ] Retiement _
Here for you in SCHUYLKILL COUNTY.

At Spotts Insurance Group, we're
proud to be part of the fabric of this
community, helping you protect what
you care about most. We consider it a
privilege to serve you.

Let’s talk about protecting what’s

most important to you.
Jeffrey Spotts Michael Sterner

spottsj@nationwide.com  sterneml@nationwide.com

Spotts Insurance Group
19 E. Main Street

. . ®
Schuylkill Haven, PA Nationwide
(570) 385-1911 is on your side

nationwide.com/spottsinsurancegroup3

Nat all Hatioride affiiated

and not all Natiorwide members are insured by a mutual company, Nationwide, Natioride is On Your Side, and the Nationwide N and Eaghe are service marks of Nationwide Mutual Imsurance Company, © 215 Katiorwide Mutual Insurance Company. NPR-0T84A0 (04/15)
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Borough Services Update

. And Events!

— Continued from Page 14

* Shower seat

* Bedside commode/bedpan

e Qver-toilet seat with handrails
e Temporary tub hand rail
Recliner chair with auto-lift seat

The Orwigsburg Lions’ “Health Equipment Loan
Program” provides these items to local residents at
no charge as a community service. To arrange a loan,
call Larry Dagna at 570-617-6149 or Walt Schimpf as
a secondary contact at 570-366-0784 or call 570-449-
0659 and leave a message.

Curb your animal . A

Borough Ordinance 299 prohib- RANSA
its pet owners from allowing their ] .
pets to defecate on another property
without removing the feces from that (¢
property. Those violating this ordi-
nance can be fined up to $600.

Many residents take advantage of
the parks and walking trail and are
discouraged by the lack of consider-

':;J -

Please Leash
& Clean Up
After Your Pet

ation shown by some pet owners.

Snow emergencies
We may be trying hard to forget the experience of

last winter, but it is that time of year again. Here are
a few reminders when the snow flies.

A “Snow Emergency” may be called by the mayor.
Parking will be restricted on
streets designated as “Snow
Emergency Routes.”
Parking will NOT be per-
mitted on the even side of
a snow emergency route
on even dates and the
odd side of the street
on odd dates. Note there will be no parklng allowed
on either side of the Square during a snow emergency.

Notice will be posted on the borough website, bor-
ough Facebook page and provided to the Republican
Herald newspaper and radio stations WPPA-AM and
WAVT-FM.

Households with a current telephone number in
our database will receive a pre-recorded message call
with information concerning the snow emergency.
You may also receive notifications via email and text
message. If you have not already done so, add your
contact information via the Swiftreach link on the
home page of the borough website:

www.orwigsburg.net.

Vehicles parked on a designated Snow Emergency
Route in violation will be ticketed and could be towed.
The vehicle owner is responsible for all towing costs.

Orwigsburg Historical
Society & Museum

109 East Mifflin Street, Orwigsburg
570-617-7809  570-366-8769

Open every Thursday Noon to 4 p.m. and always by appointment!

~ Searching for a unique but perfect gift?
Come to the Orwigsburg Historical Society

~ Gift Memberships and Honorary/Memorial Donations
(The society will take care of sending an attractive, holiday/event
appropriate certificate to the recipient.)

~ Genealogical Research Gift Certificate. We will re-
search any Schuylkill County or Berks County Family!

~ Historical book re-prints:

« Old Schuylkill Tales (very limited),
One hundred Years of Orwigsburg History

« Orwigsburg Centennial Book,
100 Years of Orwigsburg’s History 1813-1913

« History of Schuylkill County, PA
~ Post Cards
~ Limited Edition Prints of the Court House and
Veterans’ Memorial Building
~ lllusions ... replicas of notable buildings from
Orwigsburg’s past.

~ Limited Edition Schuylkill County Commemorative
Baskets . .. the series has ended, but we have a few of
each year (2000 - 2014).
All are dated and signed ... check it out!

~ Photo reprints of any photo we have in our collection.
Makes a terrific gift for that local history buff!

Halabura

TREE FARM S

Located on Route 443
2 miles east of Orwigsburg

570-943- 7711

(Tree Lot Phone Number in Season)

Christmas Tree Lot '
Opens Nov. 27

|
i Tree
|
Douglas F|r . Removal
Fraser Fir Bag
L With Purchase and Coupon.
Blue Spr uce |jraeieiisiaisiaiaiaiaind
: |
Concolor Fir ; $50??
White Pine S pur chase
We Have “Stand Straight” : of $25 or more
Tree Stands! I With Coupon. Valid 2015,
We Have B & B Trees ! Not valid w/any other offers.

Open Wed.-Fri. 3-7 « Sat. 10-7 « Sun. 10-5




State Senator David G. Argall

Pride in Veterans Community Memorial Hall

When the Orwigsburg Veterans Memorial Hall was
closed in 2010 due to safety issues, the community
had two options - tear it down or fix the problem.
Thanks to the vision, hard work and fortitude of the
Orwigsburg Veterans Memorial Development Task
Force, chaired by Greg Stewart, the community ral-
lied to turn this facility into a
new symbol of pride for local
residents. The building has been
completely refurbished.

Many communities through-
out our region face similar chal-
lenges - older buildings falling
into a near state of disrepair. All
too often, the trend is to ignore
safety hazards, municipal code
ordinances and the well being of
neighbors and allow the prop-
erty to become an eyesore. That’s
because blight is contagious. It
rips apart communities block-by-
block, street-by-street.

Last year, when | served as Chairman of the Senate
Urban Affairs and Housing Committee, we looked at
ways to combat the blight and abandonment that
continues to plague our older communities. Over the
years, the state has provided a host of tools for the

SENATOR
DAVID ARGALL

municipal toolbox to combat this serious issue.

The local financial support for the project in
Orwigsburg has been very strong. Over $280,000 was
chipped in locally through private donations, with
the state providing more than $382,000 to make this
project a reality. | wish that every community | rep-
resent in Schuylkill and Berks counties could support
its local endeavors with as much pride as Orwigsburg
has demonstrated.

In October, Rep. Jerry Knowles and | attended the
open house of the Veterans Hall. During the visit, |
touted the need for communities to work together.
While the project is not 100 percent complete yet, the
task force continues to check off major milestones.
The task force plans to complete the gymnasium,
conference rooms and exterior fixtures including a
playground and outdoor basketball court over the
next year. The project to restore Veterans Community
Memorial Hall serves as a true testament to the power
of teamwork.

It is extremely encouraging to see state and local
officials and countless volunteers come together
with the support of generous local donors to turn a
blighted building into a community gem. The project
sets an example of the good we can accomplish in
communities throughout the region if we continue to
work together.

e Post Surgical Rehab

e Work Related and
Auto Accident Injuries

Johns Physical Therapy

Route 61 North « 400 PineBrook Place
(next to Riverview Bank)

Celebrating our 21st Year of Providing
= Qutpatient PT Services in Orwigsburg

e Orthopedic and Sports Physical Therapy

BRUCE C. JOHNS, PT

5/0-366-0300
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Orwigsburg Area Free Public Library

Whew - time flies! Especially when you are busy
and having fun. A load of summer activities at the
Orwigsburg Area Free Public Library made the months
whiz by. School days are now in full swing, but your
library isn’t slowing down. There is a full schedule of
fall programming! Of course the regular standbys are
in place and as lively as usual.

Tuesday mornings feature Story Time
for preschoolers and their parent/grandpar-
ent, beginning at 10:30 a.m. This program is
scheduled through December 8 and, after
a short winter break, will resume again on
February 2. Story Time is built around sing-
ing, crafts and movement. It's goal is to
develop young readers, one story at a time!

Everyone is welcome to join the library’s
club action. Book Club meets the last Monday of the
month at 6 p.m. to discuss the selected book. Knitters
meet every Tuesday at 5:30 p.m. Lego Club builds
every second Wednesday of the month at 5:30 p.m.
(all ages are welcome). Mahjongg enthusiasts welcome
experts and beginners to the group meeting the first,
third, and fifth Wednesday of the month, beginning
at 6 p.m.

Want to expand your horizons and learn a new
language? Lessons in Spanish and Italian are offered
at a cost of $5 per hour. Spanish lessons are held
Tuesday evenings and Italian is offered on Thursday
evening, both beginning at 6 p.m.

Special Thursday programs
The library is the place to be on Thursday eve-
nings with a special program beginning at 6 p.m.
* November 12 — Making holiday cards to send to
veterans and local service personnel.

* November 19 - Penn State Master Gardeners
will present the art and fashion of Colonial
Williamsburg decorating for the holidays.

* December 3 - Enjoy a holiday story and learn a
craft

Mark your calendars
Upcoming fundraisers that benefit ongoing
programming and materials at the Orwigsburg Area
Free Public Library include:

e Orwigsburg Holly Trail - Saturday, Dec. 5; noon
to 4 p.m. Get in the spirit of the holidays by
touring local homes and celebrating with a tea at
Kimmels Church.

e Game Night at the Schuylkill Country Club -
Saturday, March 5; more details in the February
issue of Orwigsburg Happenings.

® Cupcake War at the Frackville Mall - Sunday,
April 17; Be a baker or a taster! Sweet deal and
lots of fun.

The Orwigsburg Area Free Public Library wel-
comes the community to stop in to experience all the
library has to offer. There is something for everyone.

WE BUILD WALLS
AND STEPS ... AT LAST

|

Since 1976

W el Landscape Design

Tim Hill - American Society of Landscape Architects 570_6 17_2200

seasonsart.com
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News from State Rep. Knowles

Local Highways Dedicated to Hometown Heroes

Portions of two area high-
ways were dedicated in honor of
Orwigsburg natives — Cpl. David
F. Heiser and Captain Jason B.
Jones - both killed in the line of
duty in defense of their country.
These highways were dedicated
as a result of a new law inspired
by House Bills 834 and 441 that
| authored.

It was a true honor to work
with the families of these two
hometown heroes who so bravely
and valiantly served their coun-
try. Their sacrifice and dedicated service will never be
forgotten.

Cpl. David F. Heiser

A portion of PA Route 443, between the western
and eastern boundaries of Orwigsburg Borough, has
been designated the Cpl. David F. Heiser Memorial
Highway. Twenty-two year old Cpl. Heiser was Killed
while serving in Vietnam. He was a native of Orwigsburg
who graduated from Blue Mountain High School in
1965.

In 1968, he
enlisted in the
U.S. Army. He
trained at Fort
Benning, Ga.,
as an infantry-
man and as an
Army medic.
In 1968, he
was promoted
to the rank of
corporal and was sent to Vietnam. While a medic, his
platoon was ambushed on Feb. 2, 1969 in Binh Duong,
Vietnam, and he was killed in action.

Heiser received the Purple Heart medal for his
fatal injuries in Binh Duong and the Bronze Star
with Valor for his courageous actions that day. He
is buried at Kimmels Church of God Cemetery in
Orwigsburg and is also remembered and honored on

St. John’s United
Church of Christ

23'2"“E. Market St., Orwigsburg  570-366-2255
Traditional worship for contemporary souls

Dec. 5 - Nativity Display in Church

Representatlve
Jerry Knowles

Dec. 12 — Annual Christmas Cookie Sale

Dec. 13 — Cantata 10 a.m.
CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SERVICE 8 p.m.
Sunday school classes 8:30-9:30 a.m. for adults

9-9:45 ages 3 yrs. through 6th grade
Worship 10 a.m. every Sunday.

Communion the first Sunday of each month

Panel 33W, Row 40, of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
in Washington, D.C.

Captain Jason B. Jones

A portion of PA Route 61, from the intersection of
Brick Hill Road on the south to near the Rt. 443 inter-
section on the north, has been designated the Capt.
Jason Jones Memorial Highway. Twenty-nine year
old Captain Jason B. Jones was killed while serving
in Afghanistan. An Orwigsburg native, he graduated
from Blue Mountain High School in 2003. He then
attended the = ~=
U.S. Military et ason . ones IO
Academy  at ;
West Point
where he grad-
uated sixth in
his class with
a degree in
nuclear engi-
neering in
2007. —
Jones was awarded the Bronze Star for his deploy-
ment in Iraqg from 2008 to 2009. In May 2013 he joined
the Green Berets and was deployed to Afghanistan in
April 2014. Jones was killed June 2, 2014 of wounds
from small arms fire in Jalalabad, Afghanistan.

GABRIEL
CHAMBER
ENSEMBLE

“vE

26th Anniversay Season

aI Hieser Simon Maurer - Agnés Maurer
Cello Violin Viola

— Jerusalem Lutheran Church
Sugg&'}lﬁﬁ)s}{;}a?s 3p.m. 252 Dock S., Sch. Haven

Dvorak Terzetto Op. 74;
Barriere Sonata No. 10;
Schubert String Quartet No. 14;
Haydn Concerto No. 1

= Tickets: $15 Senior
Bart\’/?{aﬁfa fe $20 Adult « Students Free

Gabriel Youth Orchestra Holiday Concert

under the direction of John F. Potlunas

Sunday December 20-3 p.m.

Sofia Nowik
Cello

D. H H. Lengel Auditorium, Pottsnlle MlddIeSchooI
General admission: $5

Gabriel Chamber Ensemble
P.O. Box 36, Orwigsburg, PA 17961 ¢ 570-943-2558
www.gabrielensemble.org &i Gabriel Chamber Ensemble
gce@gabielensemble.org
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Orwigsburg Historical Society

The Orwigsburg Historical Society invites residents
and visitors to explore its collection of Orwigsburg’s
past at the headquarters located in the historic, origi-
nal Friendship Hose Company firehouse at 109 East

who have not renewed for the 2015-2016 member
year are urged to do so. Non-members who would
like to take an active support role in preserving the
community’s past are asked to consider becoming a

Mifflin Street.
The society headquarters
is open only Thursdays
from noon to 4 p.m. and
by appointment. Group
tours can be scheduled.
Children’s groups are
especially encouraged. Membership
support of the society’s mission is
encouraged. Additional information
on membership, the society, and
specific upcoming programs can be
obtained by calling 570-617-7809,
570-366-8769, or email Peanut1212@
comcast.net.

The public is encouraged to attend
monthly programs and special events
planned at the society’s headquarters.

All programs are free and open to  QRWIGSBURG HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Located at 109 East Mifflin Street

the public with light refreshments
served. The November meeting of
the society is set for Thursday, Nov. 5 beginning at 7 p.m.

Membership reminder

Past members supporting the historical society

member. Stop by the headquarters or
call one of the phone numbers above.

Dine-Out for History

The Brick House Grill was the
site this summer for a Dine-Out for
History fundraising event supporting
the Orwigsburg Historical Society. A
lucky raffle ticket sold to Michael
Vincent Mattera and Bryanna Faust
was the winner of a Yuengling Bicycle
donated by society member Kathy
Pomian.

Unique holiday shopping

Searching for unique gift ideas
for the holiday season? Memberships,
books, postcards, artist renderings of
historic buildings, illusions, and
limited edition Schuylkill County
commemorative baskets are just
a few of the items available for holiday gift-giving at
the Orwigsburg Historical Society. In addition to “gift-
ing” a friend or relative, you will also be supporting
local history.

S TE_ELE

& SON, INC.

| Prov:dmg Year Round Comfort _

Lignetics Wood
Pellets In Stock
While Supplies Last!

CALL US AT 570-366-1275
Facebook  WWW.HBSTEELE.COM

Facebook

17 Municipal Road « PO Box 375 » Orwigsburg, PA 17961 « PA9761

Ovur customers aren’t a number
to us—they’re our neighbors who
we proudly serve.

We understand the community and strive
to get to know our customers personally.

Stop by one of our branches or visit
theminersbank.com to learn more.

MinersBANK

A Division of MIDPIHNMNK

1-844-594-7070 | theminersbank.com
Member FDIC




2015-16 Orwigsburg Historical Society Membership Form

Celebrating 21 years of preserving the history and culture of Orwigsburg and southern Schuylkill County

Name
Street Address
City State Zip
Phone E-mail
Type of Membership (Please Check One): (] Individual $20 U Family $25 ) corporate $50

All Corporate/Business members will be recognized as such and will be included in special promotions.
I would like to make an additional donation in the amount of EI $20 EI Other $

All current members receive invitations to special programs, reduced admissions to special events, and a
10% discount on museum store purchases! Please mention membership at time of purchase.

The Orwigsburg Historical Society has numerous volunteer opportunities. Please indicate areas of interest,
below. | am interested in volunteering in the following areas:

D Membership & Community Outreach (Includes Speaking Engagements for the Community)

() Genealogy & Historical Research () Museum Display Design & Implementation
(] Keeping the Museum Open for Visitors (L] Web Site Design & Mastering
D Guild (Events, Fund Raising, etc.) D Special Events
: . . Thank You for your generous
Please return this form, in an envelope, along with a check . .
made payable to the: support with your donation
Orwigsburg Historical Society to the Society in our
Orwigsburg, PA 17961

Stop in for an Insurance Review”

N 318 South Liberty Street = Orwigsburg, PA 17961
@d Phone: 570-366-4671

Choice® www.walborninsurance.com “Like Us™
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Veterans Community Memorial Hall

Progress continues in the construction of
Veterans Community Memorial Hall. Over the
past few months, lighting for the flag pole was
installed, the small conference room/conces-
sion area was completed, new furniture was
added in the large and small conference rooms,
Internet/WIFI service was added and additional
interior painting brightens up the space. The
installation of the original dedication plaque
from July 1950 is proudly on display in the
building.

The interior of the new Veterans Area

COMM L
MEMOR
WALL

entryway and commercial kitchen upgrades
are two major stand-alone interior projects to be
tackled over the next year, pending necessary fun-
draising. The new entry will become the permanent
home to the Orwigsburg Court House clock restored
by Schuylkill Masonic Lodge. Final details for these
projects are being determined.

Exterior upgrades

On the exterior, improvements to the recreation
facilities and the parking lot adjacent to the building
are forthcoming.

The Task Force is working with the Borough to
execute an existing DCNR C2P2 grant improving
the recreation area adjacent to the building. A new
play structure and swing set have been ordered. The
installation of the equipment and corresponding site

improvements are forthcoming.

The Task Force is also working with the Borough
to execute the $225,000 grant received in 2015
through the Keystone Communities Program. With
this grant, a project for stormwater management and
parking lot improvements will be funded.

Before those improvements can be made, how-
ever, a concrete patio and corresponding sidewalks
need to be installed to facilitate access to the new
addition. Local funds must be raised for these
improvements before the larger adjacent parking lot
project is begun.

A multi-function community facility

Considering the recent progress and current con-
dition of the building, this facility can be used for

179 Pine Creek Drive
Orwigsburg, PA

Phone: 570.943.2759
www.kimmelschurch.org

Kimmels} Church

Join Us! Tea & Cookies Stop

During the Holly Trail

December 5 - noon to 4 pm

Festival of Lights
On The Square, Downtown Orwigsburg
December 5 - 4:30 pm

Christmas Eve Service
December 24 - 6:30 pm

Sweetheart Banquet
Featuring Ventriloguist Ryan & Friends!
February 13, Doors Open @ 5:00 pm

Deer Hunters’ Banquet

Landingville Fire Company Hall
February 20, Doors Open @ 5:00 pm

Newsletter Particulars

“Orwigsburg Happenings” is a quarterly news-
letter of the Borough of Orwigsburg distributed to
1,400 households within the borough.

The newsletter is designed and printed by
South SchuylKkill Printing & Publishing
960 E. Main St. = Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

Ph: 570-385-3120 ® Fax: 570-385-0725
E-mail: printing@southschuylkill.net
www.SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com

Publication dates for the next three issues are
February 12, May 13, and August 12, 2016

News Submittals

Nonprofit and community organizations within
the Borough are invited to submit news items for
consideration. Written submittals must be received
by Kathi Mengle in the borough offices, three
weeks prior to the publication date.

Advertising

Businesses wishing to reach every household
in the Borough of Orwigsburg are invited to ad-
vertise in future issues. Contact South SchuylKkill
Printing & Publishing for more information. Call
Barb @ 570-385-3120. All advertisements must be
received at least three weeks prior to the publica-
tion dates. Ad content is subject to approval and
acceptance by the Borough of Orwigsburg.
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Veterans Community Memorial Hall

many different functions (private meetings, public
and recreational events, parties, private events, etc.).
Work will continue, but should have limited impact to
the current uses of the building. If you would like to
utilize the building, contact Sherry at Borough Hall to
discuss availability and logistics.

As the holiday season approaches and you are
looking for a special gift, remember a limited edi-
tion, numbered print of the Dave Naydock Veterans
Memorial painting is still available at a cost of
$50. Prints can be purchased at Borough Hall, the
Historical Society, or by contacting any member of
the Task Force.

This building has been renovated due to the hard
work, effort and generosity of community-minded
individuals. The project has received donations in all
shapes and sizes. Everyone has a different ability and
level at which to help support this project ... and,
everyone benefits from its existence.

Monetary donations have been received at all lev-
els — from a few dollars to a $25,000 pledge. Many
“in kind” donations of material and labor from vol-
unteers and professional contractors have helped to
make this project possible.

The project website www.orwigsburgmemorial.
org and Facebook page contains additional informa-
tion on this project and how you can help.

— Greg Stewart, President
Veterans Memorial Development Task Force

Lighting to illuminate the flag has been added at
Veterans Community Memorial Hall.

PennState *
Schuylkill .

‘MAKE THE $WITCH
FOR SPRING'2016"

-

.;i

‘570 385 6252
L.PSU. EDU/APPLY
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From the Desk of the Fire Chief

Fire Prevention I\/Ionth Reminds Us of Safety

October is Fire Prevention Month. But
fire prevention needs to be on the minds
of all throughout the year.

One of the most infamous fires in
American history, the Great Chicago Fire,
started on October 8, 1871 but did most
of its damage the following day, October
9. Though the actual cause of the fire was
never officially determined, popular folk-
lore blamed the blaze on Mrs. O’Leary’s
cow kicking over a lantern. The conflagra-
tion claimed 250 lives, destroyed 17,500
buildings and burned more than 2,000
acres.

Though this fire caught the attention
of the nation, arguably a more tragic fire
occurred at the same time. During those
same two days in 1871, a forest fire in
Wisconsin, known as the Peshtigo Fire

destroyed the town of Peshtigo and 15 other com-
munities, killed 1,152 people and burned 1.2 million

acres.

On the 40th anniversary of the Great Chicago
Fire, the Fire Marshals Association of North America
decided October 9 should be remembered, not as a
celebration but, as an opportunity to educate the pub-

lic on fire prevention topics.

President Woodrow Wilson made it official in 1920
when he issued a proclamation declaring that date as
the first National Fire Prevention Day. Fire Prevention
Week was started in 1922 and has been observed dur-
ing the week in which October 9 falls ever since.

This year’s fire prevention message is “Hear the
Beep Where You Sleep” and emphasizes the impor-
tance of having working smoke detectors in every
bedroom, outside of every area where people sleep
and on each level of your home, including the base-
ment.

Statistics show half of residential fire deaths
occur between 11 p.m. and 7 a.m., the hours when
most people typically are sleeping. Of these fire
deaths, 60% occur in homes with no smoke detectors,
or if they had detectors they were not working, usu-
ally because the battery had been removed. Working
smoke detectors in your home reduce your risk of
dying in a fire by 50%.

Why only a 50% reduction? Because waking up
and realizing you have a fire is only the beginning of
your problem. You must now escape the fire and it is
here that Hollywood movies and television have given
us a false sense of security. In a movie fire there is
very little smoke. The victims can breathe easily and

ORDER YOUR HOLIDAY GOODIES EARLY!

o g“é &R Everyday is a reason to celebrate

R Try our fresh baked goodies!
Q Q // ﬂ — Sure to put a smile on your face —

oz~ ) .
,. Cupcakes « Muffins » Scones « Sticky Buns
~ E Danish  Cookies * Baklava * Brownies
GLUTEN FREE items . . . and much more

The Cake 7o

A Blessing Table Company “We know you will be blessed”
570-593-8166 www.thecakepros.com n vkt

323 Dock Street - Schuylkill Haven For Weekly Specials
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From the Desk of the Fire Chief

can see well enough to move quickly and confidently.
These images are false.

Any firefighter will tell you that working inside a
smoke-filled house is darker than the darkest night.
Firefighters find their way through the building by
crawling on hands and knees, feeling for obstacles
and victims as they
move. And remember,
the firefighter brought
his own air supply with
him and is dressed
in specially designed
clothing to protect him
from the heat being
generated by the fire.
You will not have this
equipment.

You do however
have one very important advantage on your side.
You can prepare now, before a fire occurs. The more
smoke detectors you have throughout your home, the
faster you will be warned that a fire has started.

Sleep with bedroom doors closed. The smoke
detector in the bedroom will warn the occupant of a
fire that starts in that room. The smoke detector out-
side the sleeping areas will alert you, and the closed
door will protect you, of the smoke from a fire that
started in another room.

Family members should have an alternate exit

from their bedroom, such as a window onto a porch
roof. Practice and help your children learn and prac-
tice using these exits.

If you are awakened by a smoke
detector, feel the top, middle and
bottom of the bedroom door. If
it is hot, don’t open it. Exit the
room by your alternate escape
route. If it is cool to the touch, get
down low and open the door just
a crack. If you are met with heat and smoke, close
the door and exit the room by your alternate escape
route.

If the hallway is clear, exit the building. Designate
a meeting place outside, at a safe distance from the
building, where family members will join once they
have escaped from the building. Use a cell phone or
a neighbor’s telephone to call 9-1-1 to report the fire.
Do not go back into the building. Leave that job to the
firefighters.

Maintain your smoke detectors. Test them regu-
larly and change the battery at least every six months.
Replace detectors that are 10 years old with new
detectors. Practice home fire drills with your family.

The cold weather months are starting and this is
the time of the year when most residential fires occur.
Now is the time to make your plan and prepare your
family to get out alive.

— Dave Hardinger, Fire Chief

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
FAMILY DENTISTRY -

Modern And Professional Office, Staff And Procedures
Convenient Off-Street Parking

Teresa Gaydos, D.M.D. « Jude Gaydos, D.M.D.

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN

Participating With:
Blue Cross Dental « Cigha

Delta Dental » Fidelio « Guardian
United Concordia » Met Life

570-385-9001

111 LILLY STREET « SCHUYLKILL HAVEN

South of Willow Street, near the entrance to Tamaqua Cable

W\e co-operate with
most Insurance Plans
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Orwigsburg Business and Professional Assoc.
Active Membership Stages Year-Long Events

With Halloween past and less than 50
shopping days left until Christmas, some
might think it too early to reflect on 2015
and look forward to the coming year.
The Orwigsburg Business and Professional
Association (OBPA) believes the rush and
crush of Thanksgiving and the December
holiday season on the horizon, now may be
the best time to look back ... and to think
ahead.

During the past 10 months, member-
ship has grown by 10% and is now 85
strong. Through the active and on-going
participation of these members, OBPA pro-
vided the Orwigsburg area with an array of
activities and events.

In early spring, Chad Reinert’s rous-
ing concert at the beautifully renovated
Veterans Community Memorial Hall kicked
off the season. Not long after Chad’s per-
formance, OBPA held its first ever “get to
know us” Spring Mixer for present and
future members.

The outdoor season of Square Time activities,
complete with late spring showers, began with the
June Jamboree, featuring area wineries, artists and
the occasional beer. Our most successful annual

TENDING THE INFO BOOTH at the Communlty Herltage Cel-
ebration were, from left, Pat Falco, OBPA president; Amber
Zanolini, vice president; Mark Zafura, member; and Veronica
Barnes, secretary.

¢ SA LE |\/| 6“?53.“3?“"3?5,““&‘&
Welcome Home
133 S. Liberty St. Orwigsburg
www.SalemUM.com 570-366-0201
— Sunday at Salem —
8:45 a.m. - Traditional
10:00 a.m. — Sunday School for all ages
10:45 a.m. — Contemporary with
Children’s Church and Nursery
6:30 p.m. - SNL Coffeehouse
— SPECIAL EVENTS -

Dec. 13 - The God Squad Holiday Performance at 8:45 and 10:45 a.m.
Dec. 20 — Music Sunday at 8:45 and 10:45 a.m. w/Breakfast at 9:45 a.m.

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Worship at 4 (NEW), 7 and 9 p.m.

O hairies 38 ~
\)x-:w IGSBURG
Business & Professional
Association

Family Fun Fest gave young and old the chance to
enjoy each other and our fine downtown on a perfect
August evening. This year’s Orwigsburg Community
Heritage celebration in early September showcased
a completely new layout using the whole of Centre
Square to accommodate a record number of vendors
and activities.

Just this past month, the Chili and Chill’'s cel-
ebration of All Hallows Eve featured the Image of
Orwigsburg art auction. Amateur chefs competed for
the title of best chili recipe and treated event goers a
taste of their creations amid a seasonal celebration of
ghoulish and goofily costumed patrons.

Moving from creepy to Christmas, the last hap-
pening of 2015 is the beautiful and tranquil diversion
from the crazy holiday season — Orwigsburg’s Festival
of Lights — Saturday, December 5. This traditional
event features the songs and sounds of the season
while offering area businesses the chance to show
their creative side when participating in the wreath-
decorating contest.

Local Family
** Owned and Operated

Hmllton

FUNERAL HOME Inc.
116 South Liberty Street » Orwigsburg, PA

5/0-366-0521

www.orwigsburgfuneral.com
Wayne S. Hamilton, Supervisor « Ken J. Breiner, Funeral Director

Families we have served in the past are our
best credibility for the future.




Orwigsburg Business and Professional Assoc.

High profile events and concerts
help to keep the organization afloat, but
some of the most important work OBPA
does often goes unnoticed. Through
joint cooperation, a growing relationship
is enjoyed with the Orwigsburg Lions,
Women Who Care, Team Orwigsburg,
Friendship Fire Co., the Orwigsburg
Historical Society, and Orwigsburg Area
Free Public Library. OBPA plans to par-
ticipate in the Veterans Memorial Task
Force 300 Club donation program and
the Walk for Progress in support of the
Schuylkill Chamber of Commerce.

Building a bridge to the future, OBPA
established a Young Entrepreneurs
Academy scholarship through the YEA!
program of the Schuylkill Chamber and
Penn State Schuylkill. A business/com-
munity scholarship for deserving Blue
Mountain High School students is also
planned.

The Orwigsburg business group is
working with the Borough to foster
ideas for structural improvements, including the
eventual placement of new Welcome to Orwigsburg
signs.

OBPA encourages fresh ideas for improvements
from individuals and businesses alike. New mem-

Mayor Barry Berger (left) was a chef participant serving up his
famous chili dish at the Chili & Chills Halloween party held re-
cently.

bers are enthusiastically welcomed. Please support
your community and OBPA by purchasing one of our
unique and cool Kelly green tee shirts.

Find out more at www.orwigsburgbusiness.org or
by calling OBPA president Pat Falco at 610-462-9168.

MANUFACTURER OF

HARDWOOD
CASKETS

SCHUYLKILL HAVEN
CASKET COMPANY

P.O. Box 179
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

CFSA

«*
Now oF MY
EFAICIENCY ¢ INTEGRITY o PROCRESS

SINCE 1919

AN INDEPENDENT

g, 800-222-3431
www.havenline.com

WAREHOUSE - DISTRIBUTION CENTERS

DISTRIBUTOR OF

METAL/CLOTH COVERED
CASKETS

COLUMBIA CASKETS
CORP.

P.O. Box 196
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972

<PENy

Ce w2

.
o" 'Vo

Vanth

888-232-2109
888-228-1363
800-321-0030
800-400-1662

Baltimore, MD
Monroeville, PA
Pine Brook NJ
Syracuse, NY
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A Town'’s Spirit Reflected Through Its Churches

Zion’s Red Church

Zion’s Red Church, 1287 Centre Turnpike (Rt.

61 at Brick Hill Road), is a union congregation of
Evangelical Lutheran and United Church of Christ
denominations whose members welcome, strengthen,
and bless all who enter. Visit the updated church web-
site at www.zionsredchurch.org to learn more or call
the church office at 570-366-1178.
The church mission
S is to welcome all with
/ y God’s love ... strength-
en individuals for life’s
journey ... and bless our
wider community. Adult
Bible study at 9:15 a.m.
followed by worship at
10:30 a.m. is offered
every Sunday. Creative,
interactive elements are
a part of all worship ser-
vices, helping to focus
on the weekly scripture
readings. Individuals
sometimes will share
“God sightings” as a way
to share their faith and how God is working in their
lives.

Planning for the Advent season, a St. Nicholas
themed worship on Sunday, Dec. 6th will appeal to

St, Paul’s Lutheran Church

| 215 North Warren Street » Orwigsburg
i 570-366-2316

www.stpaulsorwigsburg.org
Pastor: Rev. Lee A Diefenderfer

OFFICE HOURS:
Mon.-Fri.9am.to1p.m.

2 —

S ——
=
=

New Worship Times
Saturday 5:30 p.m.
Sundays at 8 and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School at 9:15 a.m.

Handicap Accessible

Wed., Nov. 25 at 7:00 p.m.
Community Thanksgiving Eve
Worship Service

Sun., Dec. 13 at 3:00 p.m
“Night of the Father’s Love”
A Christmas Cantata presented by the
Chancel and Bell Choirs of St. Paul’s.

Christmas Eve Worship
Dec. 24 —5:00, 9:00
and 11:00 p.m.

the young ... and the young at heart.

On Monday, Dec. 21 the annual Blue Christmas
service will be held at 7:30 p.m. On this day - the
winter solstice and longest night of the year — some
people may feel blue that darkness is overtaking the
light. For some the holiday season is not the happiest.
There are those grieving the loss of a family mem-
ber, the loss of a job, suffering from illness, feeling
financial burden, or worried about other stresses.
Gentle music, readings, healing prayer, and a time
for quiet reflection will provide comfort to all. Holy
Communion will be offered and you may light a can-
dle in memory of a loved one, or as a sign of hope. All
are welcome to enjoy this peaceful worship service.

A Christmas Eve candlelight service will be held
Thursday, Dec. 24 at 7:30 p.m. The beauty of the sea-
son comes alive in celebration the Christ Child is in
our midst. The community is invited for an evening
of favorite carols, scriptures, music, and the singing
of “Silent Night” to a sanctuary filled with glowing
candlelight. Holy Communion will be offered at this
beautiful, inspiring service as all journey to the man-
ger together.

Support for those afflicted and affected by alcohol
can be found every Wednesday at Zion’s Red Church.
The Alcoholics Anonymous group meets at 7:30 p.m.

Salem UMC

Salem United Methodist Church, 133 S. Liberty St.
— where Liberty meets Independence — will be a hub
of activity throughout the coming holiday and Advent
season. Though only a summary is offered here, visit
www.SalemUM.com ... email office@SalemUM.com ...
or call 570-366-0201 for additional information.

The season kicks off Saturday, Nov. 14 with the
10th annual Holiday Stop and Shop from 8:30 a.m. to
1 p.m. With 18 vendors, you'll find a wide selection
of gifts to check off your list. Team Orwigsburg will
have baked goods and soup ... proceeds will help this
mission team’s work.

A “Thank Offering” giving thanks for blessings
received and to help support the Orwigsburg Food
Pantry is planned Sunday, Nov. 15 at both the 8:45
and 10:45 a.m. worship services. Donations of food
and other items will be received to help the needy
among us throughout the upcoming season.

CHARLES L. STERNER & SON, INC.

625 Hope Avenue ¢ Orwigsburg, PA 17961

CARPENTRY AND MASONRY

New Construction and Remodeling

Kerry: 570-366-1182
Cell: 570-449-5431
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A Town'’s Spirit Reflected Through Its Churches

Advent begins
Sunday, Nov. 29
and continues
Christmas day.
An Advent work-
shop will be held
Sunday, Dec. 6
at 12:15 p.m. All
are welcome. The
sounds of music
will  fill the air
the following two
Sundays featuring
the church’s own

=== God Squad ringing
music December 13 at both the 8:45 and 10:45 a.m.
services. December 20 is designated Music Sunday at
both morning worship times. Between will be a break-
fast for all to enjoy.

Looking for a church to celebrate Christmas Eve?
All are invited to experience the wonder at three spe-
cial worship times - 4, 7, and 9 p.m. New this year is
the 4 p.m. early worship time, specifically with the
youngest in mind. Both later evening worship times
will have lighting of candles to show the Light of
Christ coming into the darkness of the world. The 7
p.m. service will be a contemporary family worship
service. The 9 p.m. service will be more traditional.

Spaghetti dinners and Family Movie Nights are

featured during the fall and winter months. The annu-
al soup/bake sale will be held in February. Visit www.
SalemUm.com for dates and times or check local bul-
letin boards for our notices.

Numerous small group meetings and activities are
offered weekly, including Youth Fellowship, women’s
small group book studies, Bible study with the pas-
tor, United Methodist Women, United Methodist Men,
Team Orwigsburg adult/youth missions, and scrap-
booking. Music ministry opportunities abound, such
as the senior choir, children’s choir, handbell choir
and Praise Singers.

St. John’s UCC

St. John’s United Church of Christ, 232 E. Market
St., describes worshiping there as “traditional worship
for contemporary souls.” All are invited to experience
that worship each Sunday morning at 10 a.m., with
communion served the first Sunday of each month.
Sunday school classes, for ages four years through
6th grade, are held at 9 a.m. and an adult Bible study
group meets every Sunday at 8:30 a.m. New faces are
always welcome.

The pastoral search committee has begun the pro-
cess of finding a new full time pastor. Interim pastor
John Steitz welcomes everyone each Sunday morning
with a handshake and a sincere ‘good morning!’

St. John’s sponsors many community groups,

— Continued on page 30

Is your bank changing?
Change to Tompkins
VIST Bank.

TOMPKINS

VIST Bank

237 Route 61 South, Schuylkill Haven 570-385-6890

Member FDIC




A Town'’s Spirit Reflected Through Its Churches

— Continued from Page 29

including Girl
Scouts, Cub Scouts,
yoga classes, quilt-
ing group, senior
exercise group,
blood drives, the
Orwigsburg Area
Food Pantry, senior
citizens, and Team
Orwigsburg fun-
draising dinners.
Call the church
office at 570-366-
2255 for information about any of these groups.

The food pantry is housed at St. John’s but is
supported by a total of eight area churches, commu-
nity groups and the Blue Mountain School District.
Donations of canned goods are always needed as
an average of 100 or more families are helped each
month with a box of food. Distribution is made on
the third Saturday of every month from 9 to 11 a.m.
Volunteers are always needed to pack the food boxes
Friday night before the distribution. Contact the
church office if you are interested in helping with this
community mission.

Kimmels Church
As we approach colder weather and the holi-

day and Advent seasons, the Kimmels Church con-
gregation wishes all in the community a Happy
Thanksgiving and a very Merry Christmas!

Kimmels Church once again will host the “tea
and cookies” stop of the Orwigsburg Holly Trail on
Saturday, Dec. 5 from noon to 4 p.m. All are encour-
aged to enjoy this special event that helps raise funds
for the Orwigsburg Area Free Public Library. Purchase
your tickets and get your program and map at the
library. Enjoy your stop at Kimmels with the sights,
sounds, and smells of Christmas. Listen to our carol-
ers. Have your photo taken with friends. Listen to live
Christmas music being performed on our stage. Enjoy
homemade refreshments prepared just for you. Best
of all, let us help prepare your heart for this coming
Christmas season.

Residents and visitors from throughout the area

WELCOMING......... all with God’s love
STRENGTHENING..individuals for life’s journey
BLESSING. ................ our wider community

= ZION'S
- RED CHURCH

Box 334
1287 Centre Turnpike
Orwigsburg

Www.zionsredchurch.org
i Caring for Families since 1755!

EVERY SUNDAY:
Adult Bible Study at 9:15 a.m.
Worship at 10:30 a.m.

Dec. 6 - “St. Nicholas Themed Sunday”
For young and young at heart — 10:30 a.m.
Dec. 21 - Blue Christmas Service, 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 24 - Candlelight Service, 7:30 p.m.

ALCOHOLICS ANONYMOUS
Every Wednesday at 7:30 p.m.

See our article for more details!

In-Your-Home Computer Services

THE pC MAN 570-886-2141

Replace or Update Your Computer
FREE In-Home Estimates “«t (
Complete Repairs & Instruction

New & rebuilt desktops & laptops for Sale R

WO
15 Yrs. Experience = Reasonable Rates

RICH MENTZEL 1606 Village Rd., Orwigsburg

SIAMNOTRIMATIERIALS

SITE OFFICE: Rt. 901, Minersville

NU0ZS4 48245

STONE * ROCK « MULCH = TOPSOIL

Pick-A-Price from our coal bucket!
That’s the price you pay for your ton of coal.

COAL  WEHAVE RICE, BUCK, NUT AND PEA '

COAL BULK AND BAGS-PICK UP ONLY!

SPECIAL™ stoP IN OR CALL FOR DETAILS.
Mon.-Fri. 8 to 4; Sat. 8 to 3
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A Town'’s Spirit Reflected Through Its Churches

are invited to Christmas season services this year
starting November 29 at 10 a.m. each Sunday. A
special Christmas Eve service on Thursday, Dec. 24
begins at 6:30 p.m. with a carol sing and features our
Ensemble sharing the message of Christmas through
song. Join in candle lighting as we remember the Light
of the World - Jesus Christ and His birth.

Tickets will be available in December for the annu-
al Sweetheart Dinner/Show and Hunter's Banquet
events. The Sweetheart Dinner will be Saturday, Feb.
13 at 5:30 p.m. featuring a full course candlelight
meal and entertainment by ventriloquist Ryan and
Friends.

The Hunter’s Banquet is Saturday, Feb. 20 at the
Landingville Fire Hall featuring good food and prizes.
Guest speaker is Nebraska pastor Zeke Pipher, an avid
outdoorsman and author.

Mothers of pre-school children may be interested
to join the MOPS group. It meets every second and
fourth Monday from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. Join other
mothers for growing relationships, sharing laughs
and completing crafts. Childcare is provided.

Additional information on these and other events
can be found at kimmelschurch.org or phone the
church office at 570-943-2759.

St. Paul’s Lutheran

St. Paul’'s Lutheran Church, 215 North Warren
St., will host the area-wide Community Thanksgiving

Eve worship service on
Wednesday, Nov. 25 at
7 p.m.

The church wel-
comes all to worship
and to be a part of
the church family. St.
Paul’s office is open
Monday through Friday
from 9 am. to 1 p.m.
and can be reached by
calling 570-366-2316.
Additional information
can be obtained at www.
stpaulsorwigsburg.org.

Weekly worship ser-
vices, led by the Rev. — i
Lee A. Diefenderfer, are held each Saturday at 5:30
p.m. with two Sunday opportunities at 8 and 10:30
a.m. Sunday school begins at 9:15 a.m. Adult Bible
study is held every Sunday during the Sunday school
hour.

Residents and visitors have a special invitation to
attend upcoming holiday events. In addition to the
Thanksgiving Eve service, a Christmas Cantata will
be presented by the Chancel and Bell Choirs of the
church on Sunday, Dec. 13 beginning at 3 p.m.

Christmas Eve worship will be held Thursday, Dec.
24 in three services — 5, 9 and 11 p.m.

BUY

Launched...And Out of this World!
" SouthSchuylkillPrinting.com
mfor printed & promotional products online

(Full product description & interactive pricing)
(O] |1\ {3 against your past buys and current needs

online or call us for personal service and
our professional design and expertise.

SOUTH SCHUYLKILL

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

960 E. Main Street « P.O. Box 178 « Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972
Ph: 570-385-3120 - printing@southschuylkill.net - Fax: 570-385-0725
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Official Matter
of Orwigsburg Borough
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A Friendly & Historic Community . . . Serving Its Residents = Welcoming Its Visitors
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AN [loliday Schedule 7P

Orwigsburg Borough Offices will be closed
the following days

, _ Thursday — November 26th (Thanksgiving) - o
"J < Friday — November 27th ? Vi
Thursday — December 24th

né Friday — December 25th (Christmas) ‘ﬂ

Friday — January 1st (New Year’s)

We wish you and your families a very safe and

happy holiday season and look forward to a
greaI new year of servi you
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